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HOW TO CALCULATE AN ELECTRIC BILL 

Electric bills have seen a jump in costs recently that have many of our customers taking note.  In 

an effort to explain how the electric bill is calculated, the procedure is listed below.  To figure 

an electric bill, you need to know these things: 

1. Is it residential or commercial? 

2. How many kilowatts were consumed? 

3. How many days were in the billing cycle? 

The first one is easy.  Most of St. Clairsville customers are residential customers, meaning that 

the service address is a place where people live.  Commercial accounts are for brick-and-mortar 

stores or businesses being run from a home. 

Electric meters are read each month.  The current reading is subtracted from the previous 

reading to determine amount of kilowatts consumed.  These are recorded on the residential 

utility bill in the “consumption” column. 

For the example below, there are 730 kilowatts consumed for 31 days, and it is a residential 

meter. 

 

To figure the residential electric bill, follow these steps: 

1. Begin with the monthly service fee of $3. 

2. Each kilowatt is $0.095.  In this example, there are 730 kilowatts. 

3. The kilowatt tax is listed on the bill. 
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4. Next is the PCA (purchase cost adjustment).  This figure does change monthly based on 

what our electricity suppliers charge the city of St Clairsville for the power that is 

purchased.  This month’s PCA is listed on the bottom of the bill.  The number of 

kilowatts is multiplied by the PCA and then added to the bill. 

The sum of these components is the electric portion of the residential utility bill, $103.60. 

Service fee = $3 $3 

$0.095 x 730 $69.35 

KWH tax (varies per household) $3.39 

PCA x 730 $27.86 

TOTAL $103.60 
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