ST. CLAIRSVILLE CITY COUNCIL

Jim Velas, Council President

Don Vincenzo, Council, 1% Ward
Kristi Lipscomb, Council, 3™ Ward
Terra Butler, Council, 4™ Ward
Vacant, Council-At-Large

Lucian Murzyn, Council-At-Large

May 3, 2025 Meeting

Kathryn Thalman, Mayor

Scott Harvey, Public Service/Safety Director
Anuette Nichols, Finance Director

Matthew Arbenz, Chief of Police

Tom Murphy, Planning & Zoning Administrator
Law Director, Joseph Vavra

JC Thrash, Couneil 2™ Ward
Mike Smith, Council-At-Large

The meeting was called to order by Council President Jim Velas at 7:00 pm. President Velas led
Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. Members of the public were thanked for their attendance.

ROLL CALL:
Brahler HERE Smith HERE
Butler ABSENT Thrash HERE
Lipscomb HERE Vincenzo HERE
Murzyn ABSENT

Five (5) Present One (2) Absent

MINUTES: Council President Jim Velas confirmed all Councilmembers received the minutes
from the April 21* Council Meeting. Councilwoman Lipscomb made a motion to approve the
minutes from the April 21, 2025, Council Meeting; the motion seconded by Councilman Thrash.

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABSENT Thrash YES
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn ABSENT

Roll Call Vote: Five (5) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN Two (2) ABSENT
Motion Carried

Council President Jim Velas confirmed all Councilmembers received the amended minutes from

the April 7th Council Meeting. Councilwoman Lipscomb made a motion to approve the amended
minutes from the April 7, 2025, Council Meeting; the motion seconded by Councilman Smith.

ROLL CALL.:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABRSENT Thrash ABSTAIN
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn ABSENT
Roll Call Vote: Four (4) YES Zero (0) NO One (1) ABSTAIN Two (2) ABSENT

Motion Carried



ST. CLAIRSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
May 5, 2025 Meeting

NEW BUSINESS: None
CITIZEN HEARING: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None

REPORTS:

Mayor Kathryn Thalman read a proclamation. Whereas the City of St. Clairsville mourns the loss of
Robert 'Bob' Vincenzo, who served our community with unwavering dedication, integrity, and vision; and
Whereas Mr. Vincenzo began his service to the city as a council member in 1978 and later became mayor
in 1992, serving for 24 years; and Whereas his leadership left a lasting impact on the city, including
securing grants for many infrastructure improvements; and Whereas, thanks to his vision, the community
garden, the National Road Bike Trail, and Central Park--which includes the amphitheater—have become
integral parts of our daily lives; and Whereas it is fitting and proper that the City of St. Clairsville
recognizes .and honors the life, leadership, and legacy of Robert 'Bob' Vincenzo, acknowledging the
profound impact he has made on our city and its people; Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Kathryn
Thalman, Mayor of the City of St. Clairsville, do hereby proclaim May 5, 2025, as a day of remembrance
for Mayor Robert Vincenzo. [ encourage all residents to reflect on his enduring legacy and contributions
to our community.

Service/Safety Director Scott Harvey reported they would first cover general updates from the
different departments, saving the paving updates for last due to their volume. Starting with the
street department, their spring cleanup has been completed across all four wards, Matt and Darrin
surveyed downtown parking and ordered 25 signs for two-hour parking enforcement, which has
finally been taken care of. Additionally, two culverts on North Sugar Street have been fixed just
in time for the paving project that began today. The crew also removed trees that were not part of
the tunnel rehabilitation project but needed to be cut down. The street department has been busy
mowing grass all over town, which is growing rapidly, Moving on to the water and wastewater
departments, five employees attended continuing education classes in Barnesville. They assisted
the recreation center in cleaning up leftover materials from the Unified building to prepare for its
opening. The wastewater team raised the manholes on North Sugar Street to ensure that the
paving project would have a smooth surface and prevent the manholes from sinking. They are
also in the process of painting fire hydrants, a project that will likely take another month to
complete. For sewer relining, Oak and Walnut Streets are scheduled for Wednesday, addressing
long-standing issues with those lines. The camera leak detection vehicle purchased from
Cumberland Trails has been officially re-decaled as a city camera inspection unit, ensuring that
all leak detection equipment is protected from the elements during use. As for the electric
department, they are continuing their pole changeout schedule and have utilized a backyard
crawler machine for several tasks. Two employees were sent to assist with the final fitting of a
new bucket truck, which is expected to arrive within a week to ten days. They have also removed
several nuisance trees and performed significant tree trimming, which has been beneficial,
especially during recent storms, While there have been a few outages, none were extensive or
citywide, thanks to their proactive tree management, Regarding paving updates, ODOT has
started the project on North Sugar Street, which will last a couple of weeks and cause some
traffic interruptions. However, the result will be worthwhile. The James White water project has
completed overlays on St. David's Alley, Spruce Alley, and Large Alley. Reservoir Road has
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been patched, with paving expected later this summer, not as part of the James White Project.
Completing the patching in the post office area should significantly improve drivability.
Concerning the Spring Park project, the bids were received, and the contract has been awarded to
Cast and Baker, whose bid of $181,850 was significantly lower than the others. This is promising
news, and they are now working on scheduling the project’s start. Regarding Reservoir Road,
you will see legislation for that project. The county collects money from the state for vehicle
licensing taxes on behalf of the city, so funds are available for Reservoir Road. This project
meets the criteria since it is a through street with high traffic, which is required to qualify, You
will see legislation tonight requesting funds from the county, even though this money technically
belongs to us. The county needs to approve the project, and we need a resolution from the
council to submit our request. That is what you will see tonight. Beyond that, our current paving
plans are limited to minor details, and then I’ll finish with that topic. We also met with ODOT
regarding the Route 9 bike trail trestle bridge. [ wanted to assess the bridge's condition since its
inspections have been somewhat inconsistent, with mixed reports. Fortunately, there is no
immediate danger or urgency concerning the bridge's safety. However, they strongly recommend
we conduct some repair work around the base within the following year. So, you can expect to
see some activity related to that. Unfortunately, ODOT will not fund this, so it will fall to the city
to cover the costs. We are working to find the most reasonable way to fix the bridge's base
without placing too much financial burden on the town, Additionally, we had a quarterly review
meeting with AEP. Bill, Chad, and I met with their representative to discuss our current status
and contract extension. We are still waiting on a rate survey from Courtney and Associates,
which will help us decide whether to extend our contract or not. We have noticed that energy
costs are beginning to decrease slightly, so we are being cautious not to rush into this extension,
which is a positive development. Lastly, [ have two final items to mention, First, please
remember the water and sewer rate presentation that Brandon Evidence provided from our CAP.
This is not urgent, but reviewing those numbers and considering our options moving forward is
essential. The second item is the city policy procedural manual. I know it’s a lot of information,
so take your time to read through it thoroughly to ensure it makes sense. Eventually, we would
like to have that approved as our official policy manual.

Police Chief Matt Arbenz reported the statistics for April. We received 338 calls and
complaints, responded to 10 crashes, made 21 arrests, served two warrants, deployed a drone
once, handled three domestic incidents, and conducted 60 traffic stops. We are pleased to
announce that the St. Clair Police Department was awarded the highest level of recognition, the
Gold Award for 2024, by Lexi Cole for our management dissemination, timely updates, and
training of departmental policies and procedures. This marks our fourth consecutive year
receiving this award—congratulations to everyone involved! Additionally, we are moving
forward with the hiring process. The application deadline is the 28th. We have a candidate who
successfully completed the physical training course today and will meet with Mayor Scott and
myself tomorrow. We hope to have someone on the road by May.

Finance Director Annette Nichols reported I am currently finalizing the annual financial report.
This involves completing a questionnaire that includes several questions and pieces of
information required by our auditors. While this questionnaire is not part of the audit itself, it is
necessary for the annual financial report. T expect to have this completed soon, and the audit
should begin within the next few weeks. Additionally, I have been meeting with Scott, the
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Finance Chair Don Vincenzo No report.

Utilities Chair Terra Butler Councilman Vincenzo reported that we held a utility meeting
tonight, We reviewed the billing and collection reports and noted a few customer complaints, but
nothing major, Our total collections are within the normal range for this time of year. As Scott
mentioned, we will continue to discuss the rates and their future implications,

Police Chair Mike Smith No report.

Streets — North Side Chair Terra Butler No report.
Streets — South Side Chair JC Thrash No report.

Safety Chair JC Thrash No report.

Buildings and Grounds Chair Don Vincenzo No report.
Planning Commission Chair Kristi Lipscomb No report.
Fire Chair Mike Smith No report.

Recreation Chair Kristi Lipscomb reported that, as the mayor pointed out, the ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the Unified Banl Junior Recreation Center is scheduled for this Friday, May 9th, at
10:00 AM. The turf projects on the Mustang and Broco fields are complete, and they are waiting
to finish the final grading this week once the ground dries out. A new official opening date will
be announced as soon as possible. There has been a resignation of one of the Recreation Board
members, Debbie Michael, who has stepped down. Eric will provide a list of candidates to the
mayor for her recommendation. Some may feel that the board does not do much, but it is crucial,
as our charter states. All members need to attend the meetings to ensure we have a quorum; there
have been several occasions where a quorum was not met. I'm confident Eric will get that list to
the mayor promptly, and I know she will act on it quickly. The year's first concert is set for May
22nd, taking place from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, followed by a drone show at dusk. Eric will attend
the next council meeting to provide more information about the drone show, which looks
spectacular and promises to be a great event. That concludes my report.

Park District Chair Lucian Murzyn No report.
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS: Law Director Joe Vavra

FIRST READING
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Resolution 2025-05 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE DIRECTOR TO
SUMBIT AN APPLICATION TO THE BELMONT COUNTY ENGINEER AND BELMONT
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO UTILIZE THE MUNICIPAL STREET VEHICLE LICENSE TAX
FUNDS FOR A CITY PROJECT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

A motion was made by Councilman Trash that the rules requiring three separate readings be
suspended on Resolutions No. 2025-05 and that the Resolution, be passed on an emergency
basis: seconded by Councilwoman Lipscomb.,

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABSENT Thrash YES
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn ABSENT
Roll Call Vote: Five (5) YES Zero (0)NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN Two (2) ABSENT
Motion Carried

Councilwoman Butler made a motion to approve Resolution No, 2025-04, the motion was
seconded by Councilwoman West.

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABSENT Thrash YES
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn ABSENT
Roll Call Vote: Five (5) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN Two (2) ABSENT

Motion Carried

Resolution 2025-06 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE PAY RATE FOR THE POSITION OF
ASSISTANT ELECTRIC SUPERINTENDENT

CITIZENS HEARING
No citizens spoke to the Council
ADJOURNMENT: With no further business to come before Council, Councilwoman Lipscomb

made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Smith, The meeting was adjourned at 7:46
P.M.
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The next meeting will be Monday, May 19, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. All Councilmembers will be
present at the City Building for the next meeting. Members of the public are encouraged to
attend the meeting in the Council Chambers.

AN

Jacob DeBertrand, Council Clerk elgs, COuncil President




