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The meeting was called to order by Council President Jim Velas at 7:00 pm. President Velas led
Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. Members of the public were thanked for their attendance.

ROLL CALL:
Brahler HERE
Butler ABSENT
Lipscomb HERE
Murzyn HERE

Six (6) Present

Smith HERE
Thrash HERE
Vincenzo HERE
One (1) Absent

MINUTES: Council President Jim Velas confirmed all Councilmembers received the minutes
from the August 18" Council Meeting. Councilman Murzyn made a motion to approve the
minutes from the August 18, 2025, Council Meeting; the motion seconded by Councilwoman

Lipscomb

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES

Butler ABSENT Thrash YES

Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn YES

Roll Call Vote: Six (6) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN One (1) ABSENT

Motion Carried

NEW BUSINESS: Councilwoman Lipscomb made a motion to approve the street closure for
the annual Homecoming Parade; seconded by Councilman Thrash.

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES

Butler ABSENT Thrash YES

Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn YES

Roll Call Vote: Six (6) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN One (1) ABSENT

Motion Carried
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CITIZEN HEARING: None
CORRESPONDENCE: None
REPORTS:

Mayor Kathryn Thalman reflected on the historic significance of September 2, 1945, the 80th
anniversary of the end of World War II, calling on everyone to remember the heroes who
secured our freedom. She reported meeting with Unified Bank to finalize details for the
upcoming art show, which is set to launch within a month. A press release is expected soon, and
applications will be available both on the city website and in person. She also noted that Eric has
updates to share regarding the Rec Center. Additionally, Mayor’s Court was held the previous
week, and she and Scott Harvey met with Councilman Don Vincenzo regarding salary
discussions, noting for the record that the requested information was submitted to the committee
on July 8. She also met with Mike Barhorst, President of the Ohio Mayors League, who praised
the city as a “success story,” recognizing the teamwork and progress being made. Mayor
Thalman emphasized her deep gratitude, especially for those who made the new police station a
reality. She thanked Councilwomen Christie Lipscomb and Audrey Brahler for their support and
refreshments but gave special recognition to Chief Arbenz and Lieutenant Stewart for their
persistence and ingenuity in securing the building and creatively flipping the grant. She
acknowledged Scott Harvey’s role in securing funding, Dom Pietranton and his crew for their
exceptional remodeling work, and Dom’s daughter Ella Pietranton for generously photographing
the newly completed facility and its officers. The mayor became emotional as she recalled
receiving dedication from the police force, calling it a humbling and heartfelt honor she will
always cherish.

Service/Safety Director Scott Harvey began by reflecting on the recent police department
dedication, calling it a meaningful community event that brought together citizens, school
officials, and the entire crew from the Cumberland Trail Fire Department sharing collective
excitement. He then reported updates across several departments. In the Water Department, work
on the Cada system at the water treatment plant is ahead of schedule and may be completed by
the end of September instead of October. Grant applications have been submitted to OPWC for
three projects: funding for the Phase 2 waterline replacement, additional funding for the East Fall
Lift Station, and repairs to the Route 9 trestle bridge. On the Sewer side, both the West End and
Main Plant underwent routine maintenance, while problem areas were addressed through
expanded jetting. Two new lift station pumps were installed—one at Thompson’s Lift Station
and another at the ballfields—and gate repairs were completed at the West End plant. The
Electric Department continues with pole changeouts and recently performed a “load shift” to
balance usage between substations, potentially improving efficiency and lowering electric costs.
Engineering and pole evaluations for the Glow Fiber project are still ongoing. Discussions also
continue with AEP regarding contract extensions and a battery capacity project for the east side
substation. Anita and Scott announced a new online outage reporting tool on the city’s website
that allows residents to submit reports that will appear on a real-time map accessible to the
electric crew, improving response time and troubleshooting accuracy. The Street Department is
busy with paving and patching. Roads already addressed include Rand, Tona, Shepherd Terrace,
and Belmont Drive. Additional paving is scheduled for Walnut, Forest Lawn, and Reservoir
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Road, though final dates depend on contractor availability. Estimates are being gathered for
future paving on Belmont Drive and Osage Lane—both ready without the need for culvert or
water line work. Larger culvert jobs are also being evaluated on Patty Lane and St. Clair Avenue.
Harvey noted that the Merkins Road audit with ODOT was completed, clearing the way for
funding applications. Tree work is ongoing with planned removals on East Lawn and at the
reservoir and trimming and cleanup. Other highlights included the CPR training of six city
employees provided at no cost by Cumberland Trail Fire Department, the recent OMEGA
funding conference in East Liverpool, and an upcoming meeting in Belmont on September 16.
The GIS contractor, Verdantas, is completing a drone flyover for updated city mapping and is
expected to finish under budget. Additionally, the city is preparing an EPA-required
cybersecurity plan and updating its asset management plan in anticipation of future water
funding applications. Finally, the city is currently evaluating potential Christmas tree donations
for the upcoming Light Up Night, and residents are encouraged to contact the office with
suggestions.

Police Chief Matt Arbenz reported that for the month of August, the police department
responded to 423 calls for service, including 8 crashes, 10 arrests, 3 warrants, 2 drone
deployments, and 103 traffic stops. The first cruiser from the Enterprise fleet is now in service,
and the second is currently at the dealer’s, awaiting pickup, with all necessary services already
scheduled. Chief Arbenz expressed appreciation to everyone who helped and attended Friday’s
event, noting the coffee and especially the pastries were a big hit. He also reported that the phone
lines have been installed, so they anticipate moving operations down to the new location by the
end of the week.

Finance Director Annette Nichols reported that the 2024 audit has not yet been released but
hopefully it will be soon. She attended a finance training session at Omega in Cambridge focused
on grant reporting, particularly for the upcoming station project, for which a resolution will be
needed once the capital application phase begins. She and Dana also attended a CPR training
class, which was well-received and noted as the first in about 20 years. Annette is continuing to
work on closing out the first phase of the Water Line Project, particularly the loan portion,
ensuring the County is reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses. She and Anita completed the
annual WDA report, which is essential for maintaining eligibility for future loans and grants.
Lastly, she noted that she and Scott hope to begin working with departments on the temporary
budget, with a goal of having a first reading prepared sometime in October.

Planning & Zoning Administrator Tom Murphy reported that he completed the annual
federal System for Award Management (SAM) registration, which is required for the city to
remain eligible for any federal or federally funded state grants. He emphasized that without this
registration, the city would be ineligible for such funding. Although the process is notoriously
difficult—requiring documentation as old as the city’s articles of incorporation from 1802—it
was successfully completed and approved for another year. He noted that others, including Tim
Hall from the fire department and Annette Nicholas, have also found the process frustrating in
other contexts. Murphy also provided updates on two ongoing downtown revitalization projects.
The St. Clairsville Courtyard Project at the northwest corner of North Marietta and Main Street
continues, funded through the state’s tax credit program with a total investment of $7 million,
including 24 residential units and a commercial space. Additionally, after two years, renovations
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at 111 North Marietta Street are finally moving forward. Murphy is also working with Kristi on
broader planning and zoning code updates, including sections on solar panels, swimming pools,
and demolitions. He proposes a resolution authorizing him to initiate the process with the
Planning Commission and legal counsel to make these updates more cohesive rather than
piecemeal. He stressed the importance of protecting the city from liability in situations such as
pool accidents. On a positive note, Murphy shared a compliment from a new resident who
described the city as “like a Hallmark movie” and plans to take engagement or wedding photos at
the gazebo—a reminder, he said, of the charm and value of the city that residents may overlook.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance Chair Don Vincenzo No report.

Utilities Chair Terra Butler No report.

Police Chair Mike Smith No report.

Streets — North Side Chair Terra Butler No report.
Streets — South Side Chair JC Thrash No report.
Safety Chair JC Thrash No report.

Buildings and Grounds Chair Don Vincenzo reported that the Building and Grounds
Committee will be meeting tomorrow at 3:30 p.m. at the first ball field at Junior Sports. The
purpose of the meeting is to walk the field and assess its condition. He noted that Eric is
welcome to join if available, but regardless, the group will proceed with a walkthrough to
evaluate the grounds.

Planning Commission Chair Kristi Lipscomb No report.
Fire Chair Mike Smith No report.

Recreation Chair Kristi Lipscomb reported that the Unified Center will be expanding to
include a new pickleball complex on the previously vacant pad where a building once stood. The
facility will be fully illuminated, fenced, and designed with ample spacing between courts to
enhance play. The goal is to complete the asphalt work this paving cycle so it can be cured for 90
days before being painted, allowing for the courts to be completed in early spring. The sport
continues to grow in popularity, with players already utilizing the Rec Center five days a week.
The city’s electric department, led by Chad, will assist with lighting installation. Mr. Gay
expressed appreciation to Unified for their support of the project. He also updated Council on
progress at the ball fields, noting that excavation work is ahead of schedule. Field #4 is nearly
finished, with stone expected to be laid the following day, and Field #3 has passed final
inspection and is ready for turf installation. The turt contractor is set to begin work on September
15 and remain on-site until completion, with all turf to be delivered at once. Mr. Gay noted that
the pace of work is excellent, with the project well ahead of schedule. Additionally, he reported
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on the upcoming Fall Fest. Although this year’s event will be smaller due to scheduling conflicts,
activities are still planned for Saturday, and the schedule will be released following final
confirmations with the band and vendors. He concluded by saying everything is progressing well
overall.

Park District Chair Lucian Murzyn No report.
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS: Law Director Joe Vavra
THIRD READING

Ordinance 2025-26 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TO LEASE OIL AND GAS OWNED BY THE CITY OF ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO

Councilman Thrash made a motion to pass Ordinance 2025-26; seconded by
Councilwoman Lipscomb.

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABSENT Thrash YES
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES
Murzyn YES

Roll Call Vote: Six (6) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN One (1) ABSENT
Motion Carried

Ordinance 2025-27 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE DIRECTOR TO
ADVERTISE FOR SALE CITY OWNED PROPERTY IN ACCORD WITH OHIO REVISED
CODE SECTION 721.15

Councilman Thrash made a motion to pass Ordinance 2025-26; seconded by Councilman

Murzyn.

ROLL CALL:

Brahler YES Smith YES
Butler ABSENT Thrash YES
Lipscomb YES Vincenzo YES

Murzyn YES
Roll Call Vote: Six (6) YES Zero (0) NO Zero (0) ABSTAIN One (1) ABSENT

Motion Carried

CITIZENS HEARING
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No citizens spoke to the Council

ADJOURNMENT: With no further business to come before Council, Councilwoman Lipscomb
made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Murzyn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05
P.M.

The next meeting will be on Monday, September 14, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. All Councilmembers
will be present at the City Building for the next meeting. Members of the public are encouraged

to attend the meeting in the Council Chambers. o
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